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DOCTOR WEBB'S THEOLOGY OF IN-
FANT SALVATION.

By E. C. Gordon.

The chief object of this book is to show
that the so-called Calvinistic system of
theology meets the issues presented by
the question concerning the salvation of
dead infants “squarely and fully, Secrip-
turally and intelligently,” and “does fair-
ly and fully give a biblical, rational and
theoligical basis for the doctrine of the
salvation of all dead infants, idiots and
incapables, living and dying in maral in-
competency” (Preface).

Doctor Webb's defense of Calvinism at
thig eritical point is exceedingly - able,
and deserves the serious attention of all
who think on these profound and difficuit
subjects. It occupies 250 of the 33
pages of the book, and is largely taken up
in showing that other. theological BYS:
tems do not so seripturally and reason-
ably meet the exigencies of this prob-
lem, the salvation of incapables, as does
the Calvin'stic. This system admits
wilh the Seriptures the sinfulness of
these incapables, their need of salvation,
of atonement, regeneration, justification,
sanctificntion and adoption; and finds a
basis for all in the unconditional elec-
tion of God, in the efficiency and sufiicien-
cy of the alonement, in the work of the
omnipotent Spirit of God, in the passivity
of the soul in regeneration.

But Dr. Webb is astute enongh to know
that his discussion, if it is to meet the
popular demand, must not only open a
door through which these Ineapables may
pass from guilt to justification, from de-
pravity to holiness, from the kingdom of
Satan into the kingdom of God: it must
also show, or at Jeast attempt to show,
that, as a matter of fact, they do make
the passage; that they are all the ob-
jects of Ged's electing love, the subjects
of his regenerating, justifying and sanc-
tifying grace. Accordingly, after a state-
ment of the general belief as to the sal
vation of this class, which, in brief, we
shall agree to call “incapables,” in a
single chapler of 33 pages he presents
the Scripture data upon which our faith
as to their salvatjon may rest,

On page 11 he tells us that there are
at least a thousand verses in the Bible in
which childhood in some way is referred
to; that any student who examines them
“wlll be surprised and disappointed to
find that not a single text explicitly and
dogmatically tells us what is the fate of
infants dying in infancy.” The same 1is
true of other classes among persons in-
capable of being ontwardly called by tha
ministry of the word. Dr. Webb tells us
that the student “will rise from hisg study
wishing that the Scriptures were more
explicit, but still feeling that the very
most which he has derived by houest
grammar and exegesis is suggestion hinf,
hope; and that he is at last thrown bLack
upon theology, and compelled to settle
the matter by inference.” He then quotes
our Confession of Faith to show that our
faith may rest solidly on what “by good
and necessary consequence may be de-
duced from Secripture.

Hence he makes attempt to remove the
uniiappiness consequent on the discovery
that God nowhere explicitly asserts his
intention to save all these incapablcs, by
showing that we may certainly infer from

certain Scriptures that he does s0 in-
tend.

No serious minded Calvinist can fail
at times to be troubled bercause he is ve.
strained by God’s word from being a uni-
versalist. Every such Calvinist will ad-
mit that Ged ean save all Lhese inecapa
bles if he chooses to do so; moreover, he
would hail with delight, in the adimtted
absence of explicit Seripture proof, any
cogenl inferential proof which :m): theo-
logian could present.

The trouble at this point is that we all
eagerly desire to be assured that all
these incapables are saved: and we
eagerly welcome any plausible argument
that proposes to sustain that desire. And
so, like the sick folk, who read ubout
the wonderful cures of the quack ma=di-
cines and neglect to inquire about the
failures, we draw inferences from the
few Seriptures which apparently sustain
our desire and neglect those which ap-
parently destroy it. Ag a simple matter
of fact, which every student can verify
for himself, nearly everything which the
Scriptiures have (o say about incapables
goes to show that their fate is bound up
with the fate of their parents. If their
purents are believing and covenant-
keepers, it is implied, more or less clear-
ly, that their children, capable and in-
capable, are saved, except £s those who
are capable refuse to accept the covenant
for themselves. If the parents are rep-
rebate, it is implied more or less clearly,
that their children, capable and incapa-
ble, are also reprobate, save as those
who are capable are outwardly called by
the word and respond in penitence and
faith.

Any intelligent reader of the Bible,
having no preconceived theory as to the
salvation of incapables, would almosi
certainly infer this general relation. It
is not claimed at all that the inference is
necessary; only that it is a natural and
reasonable one,

Dr. Webb admits that the argument for
the salvation of the incapablz children
of believing parents, based on the Abra-
hamic Covenant, “is strong and Fluusi-
ble,” p. 55;and adds: “but, by implicatjon
at least, it suggests (hat the dead chil-
dren of unbelievers and pazans are lost,”
P. 56. Add to this the fact that, as a rile,
in this life the incapabla children of un-
believers and pagans arc plaeed by God
in his word in the same relation o him-
self as their parents, and the suggesiion
that they are finally lost becomes strong-
er. It is noteworthy that Dr. Webb failg
to discuss the implications of the de-
struction of the inecapables al the Flood,
in SBodom and Gomorrah, on the night of
the Exodus, and among the doomed in-
habitants of Palestine. Sursly theee ter-
rible events, involving the ohserved fate
of incapables with that of their parents,
suggest Inferences quite cpposite from
our desjres for their salvation.

Another just criticism of Doctor Webh's
method regards his statement as to the
general belief that all incapables are--
saved, pp. 6-10. In English and in Latin
he tells his readers that it !s the com-
mon opinion, “communis consensus,” of
the human race, of the church, of individ-
ual and eminent saints, of theological
systems, that all incapables are suved.
Yetl he shows near the close of his book,

February 3, 1909.

pp. 299-308, that “Ecumenical Creeds are
silent on the subject of infant salvation.
The undivided Church made no creedal de-
liverance of any kind on this topic™; that
“the Roman Catholic, tha Gra=k Catholic,
and the Lutheran ereeds condition the
salvation. of children upon their having
received water-baptism, and som- of this
group distinetly assert the aectual damna-
tion of those infants, idiots, and noral
incompetents who pass oat of this world,
not having received this ecclesiavticeal or-
dinance”; that “the Arminian crecds are
abrolutely silent upon this subjaet, * * =
but everywhere asserting, that  aciual
salvation is invariably coaditioned upon
conscious faith, repentance and cvun-
gelical obedience, which saving acts all
infants, idiots and incapablas are unsble,
by the very nature of the case, tn per-
form,” p. 308.

This review leaves only the Reformed
or Calvinistic creeds, all of whien assert
or imply that the salvation of all incapa-
bles is possible, and some, a fow, that it
Is certain. Dr. Webb could have found
In the Old Testament a good deal {o war-
rant the inference that there were some
saiuls of that Dispensation who did not
believe thal all the ineapable children of
the reprobate were saved. Whera, then,
is the foundation for his assertion that
the hellef in the salvation of all these peo-

ple is so common, so general, “that thers
must be some valid exposition which will
truly and intelligently justify this cher-
ished heljef,” pp. 9, 10?7 In this question
is seen the initial vice of his discussion.
He starts out with the cherished belief
that all incapables are of the number of
God's elect people, und, hercfore, are
to be finally and forever saved. There
is no direct, explicit proof. He must find
it in good and necessary inference.

An examination of his inferences is 1e-
served for a future article,
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THANK GOD AND TAKE COURAGE.

After all, the leaves of the book we have
cloged are not all filled with things un-
worthy and to be repented of. The old
year to any one of us is not to be remem-
bered as altogether bad. The old was not
as bad as it is often painted. We were led
ofien in ways we knew not of. We were
gulded when perplexed. We were helped
in times of need. Sometimes we did bet-
ter than we expected. When we thought
the day was evil, we found that God
meant it for good. We look over the
stained pages of our past story, and we
find much to cheer and strengthen us.
We thank God and take courage, and turn
over the new leaf with a new hope.
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